
On The Question: "How Long Should We Desire To
Live?"
Post by “Cassius” of April 18, 2021 at 3:11 PM

I have tremendous respect for MFS' work and I think he probably deserves the title "greatest
living expert on Lucretius" and certainly on Diogenes of Oinoanda, but I am afraid I observe the
same kind of tendency toward asceticism in MFS that I see in other modern commentators. It's
way off topic to go down this rabbit hole, but I actually find David Sedley to have less of that
tendency than does MFS. All of which just leads me to conclude that in every question of
Lucretius it's best to look at all four (Daniel Brown, Munro, Bailey AND MFS) to compare the
word choices. I also sometimes like what I see in Stallings and especially in Rolfe Humphries -
who we rarely talk about but who is the basis for my favorite professional reading of Lucretius -
but anytime someone is aiming to preserve the "poetry' aspect I have the concern that they are
likely making concessions in accuracy in order to achieve the flair of poetry.
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