
Criticisms against Principle of Maximal Utility
Post by “Cassius” of May 15, 2018 at 12:56 PM

Daniel: You've posted two threads essentially on the issue of "maximal utility" with a lot of
detailed pluses and minuses from an ETHICAL point of view. I've been wondering about how to
begin to sort these out and I just realized that since you are new to the group we don't have a
shared background in principles of Epicurean physics and Epicurean canonics/epistemology.
Unless we have a shared foundation from which to build, which those provide, we are left
largely debating ethical assertions that have no way of being resolved. The Epicurean ethical
positions rest on underlying positions about the nature of the universe and the nature of
knowledge that we first need to check and verify in order to sort out positions. In order to get
these threads off in the right direction I will post this same post (or a variation) in both threads.
We can cover these points either separately (as there may be different contexts) or we can
handle them in one place, and I will then backtrack and post links to where we discuss them.

But in general, before we proceed further, in order for us to best understand your positions on
Utilitarianism and Maximal Utility, please drop back and let us know your positions on Epicurean
physics and Epicurean canonics/epistemology. And of course in the broadest of terms I am
asking - What views on the nature of the universe, the existence of supernatural gods, pre-birth
or post-death existence of souls, existence of "ideals" elsewhere in the universe or "essences"
in this one, whether knowledge is possible, the role of reason in knowledge, the relative status
of the senses, anticipations, and feelings -- things like that. All of these will have a direct
influence on one's opinions about ethical issues.

(And thanks also Daniel because your posts caused me to think about the issue and add this to
the "Welcome New Participants" forum - Request For New Participants )
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