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It's hard for me to get past that first sentence. The "most dominant terms in Epicurus' theory of
the pleasures"?

You can read the authentic Epicurean texts over and over again without coming across those
words, and yet they are "the most dominant terms"?

Yes, they do dominate modern discussion, but that is because of the need for something like
them to rescue the nonsense that arises when you ignore everything else that Epicurus said in
order to elevate the "absence of pain" passage in the letter into a paradigm of asceticism that
the Stoics would have blushed to assert.

It is amazing how much turns on how one chooses to interpret that one section of the letter to
Menoeceus.
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