Welcome Adamsandvoid!

Post by “Martin” of April 10, 2021 at 6:16 AM

Welcome AdamSandvoid!

Your page indicates that you interpret Epicurus' philosophy like we do here. That in itself is
great because other quite different interpretations abound. Thank you for opening a
complementary path for people to find the "right" version of the "right" philosophy!

During first pass reading, | found only one detail to which | have an objection, that is the
paragraph with "... Epic Swerve, the moment in our lives when we make a small change that
makes all the difference between being bound by fate and exercising our free will"* and "Swerve
today!" and related statements.

Although other friends here, too, have used the swerve in analogy to small, decisive steps we
take within the scope of our free will/agency, this can be misleading. The swerve is entirely
random, not directed by any will and no sign of a will.

There is a strong analogy between the swerve and the uncertainty principle. That principle may
very well be what enables agency/free will (the alternative is to derive agency from emergent
properties, which is less convincing for me). However, the path from the uncertainty principle to
agency is not obvious and not yet fully explained, and objections to that path have not yet been
refuted.

| take our agency as an empirical fact and the reference of agency to the uncertainty principle
only as a tentative idea how to possibly explain agency in an entirely material and mostly
deterministic world.
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