Peter Abelard and Reconciling Epicurean Philosophy
with Christianity through Dialogue

Post by “Don” of April 4, 2021 at 5:27 PM

Oh

Quote from Cassius

I'm afraid Don is going to be a little disappointed though, if he thinks there's going to
be a lot on Plato.

~ it's okay, | didn't expect Plato. I'm a fan of Bart's from way back.

| find the parallels between the original Jewish teaching and Epicurus's philosophy somewhat
surprising. | was just reading the Lucretius text for next week's podcast, and he speaks about
the soul and mind not being able to exist outside the body. That seems to be what Ehrman is
saying about Jesus's beliefs. Now, Epicurus didn't believe in any possibility of a resurrection, but
that whole "the soul ceases to exist after death" is reminiscent of Epicurus.

We have to be careful about the Jewish and Roman responsibility for Jesus's execution. The
Romans became increasingly "exonerated" when it became increasingly necessary to court
Roman favor or at least tolerance of Christians. The Jewish Sanhedrin would have had no power
to execute. And the Romans had no interest in intra-religious doctrinal squabbles. Rome was
all-powerful. Jesus appears to have been, in their eyes, a rabble-rouser and, and if the episode
with the money changers in the temple and his entrance into Jerusalem can be believed, a
danger to the social order. He got arrested - probably for sedition and disturbing the peace, got
tortured and whipped as per Roman custom, and got summarily executed and left to rot on the
cross as an example to others. "Don't be going around talking about the coming destruction of
the world - OUR Roman world, by the way - and expect us to look the other way. This is how
you'll end up! Got it?!"
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