Greetings from a Newcomer

Post by “Cassius” of May 12, 2018 at 10:20 AM

Right, we need to save the good stuff for Daniel's thread! = But one of the things | will want
to cover is what Pivot just pointed out - that no matter what people say, they are really doing
what brings them the most pleasure. That is an argument that is brought up a lot, and | think
one very important aspect in addressing it is not to get lost in the trees and not see the forest.
Yes it can be observed that people do what they think is most pleasing to them in a very
general sense, even it that means embracing pain.

But for a lot of people (I think) that argument ends up being circular and confusing and leads
them to conclude SO WHAT? If pleasure is the motivation behind everything, including seeking
pain, then why are we even bothering to have this conversation?

And we can't let people get confused and drop out at that point, because that's NOT the real
issue they need to understand. The real issue is that by our proofs in Epicurean physics and
canonics, we show that the COMPETING ideas of motivations (idealism, rationalism,
supernatural religion) are FALSE, and it DOES make a difference that we examine people's
motivations. Because the root of PLEASURE is the faculty given us by nature as the "go" signal
of life. That puts pleasure in an entirely different status than idealism, rationalism, and
supernatural religion, which are at best wishful thinking and probably in truth fraud.
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