Episode Sixty-Two - The Perils of Romantic Love
(Part 2)

Post by “Cassius” of March 22, 2021 at 11:26 AM

Thanks for the comments Matthaios - | particularly agree with this:

Quote from Matthaios

| could imagine a Lucretius making the point that one shouldn't focus on "romance/lust"
as the primary component to a relationship, though important, it is fleeting, therefore
better to look at what a contract would provide, ie offspring, wealth, safety, history,
familiarity, etc.. Where once relationships were treated as more of a business
transaction to offer improved outcomes for future generations and a securing of
generational wealth, modern day relationships have run wild with temporary lust and
desires, of which when the flame dims out, have often left behind divorced marriages
and broken families.

Your list of considerations is a good one, since once conclusion | am coming to is that "time" or
"duration" of the pleasure is what most people think about first, but that's not really the
consideration (or at least, it's only one) according to Epicurus.

Quote

And just as with food he does not seek simply the larger share and nothing else, but
rather the most pleasant, so he seeks to enjoy not the longest period of time, but the
most pleasant. (Letter to Menoceus)
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