Epicurean philosophy vs. Stoicism in public
popularity

Post by “Don” of March 21, 2021 at 10:42 AM

Quote from Elayne

It's not a virtue of mine, relative to them, that | avoid doing things they do-- it's only a
virtue in regards to my own pleasure. They wouldn't be happier changing to be like me,
either, so far as | can tell.

Ah, that's my point. Someone observing your behavior may attribute it to your "virtue." You
know that's an erroneous interpretation, but you're not responsible for correcting their
mistaken opinion. [Unless you want to engage in some Epicurean evangelism, of course. That's
up to you.] You know you're doing it because it brings you pleasure.

Quote from Elayne

| have not changed my position from what | outlined in my article

Thanks for the link. I'll take a look at that.

Quote from Elayne

What | mean by pleasure occurring or not is that it depends on material causes, not on
people's opinions about what ought to happen.

Okay, | have no problem with this then. Your previous phrasing read to me like you were
advocating some kind of sui generis arising. | interpreted it to mean you were implying
something different. As long as we're clear the work needs to be done and choices and
rejections need to be made to bring it about, we're in agreement.

Quote from Elayne

Maximum pleasure is exactly what an ordinary person would say it is-- total filling of
one's mind and body with wonderful bliss-- and it occurs when all pain is absent. When
one has achieved maximum blissfulness, it's unmistakable. One will not want anything
more at that time, as Epicurus noted. Contrary to rumor, regular humans can
experience this.

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1916-epicurean-philosophy-vs-stoicism-in-public-
popularity/?postiD=11411#post11411 1



https://www.epicureanfriends.com/index.php?thread/1916-epicurean-philosophy-vs-stoicism-in-public-popularity/&postID=11408#post11408
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/index.php?thread/1916-epicurean-philosophy-vs-stoicism-in-public-popularity/&postID=11408#post11408
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/index.php?thread/1916-epicurean-philosophy-vs-stoicism-in-public-popularity/&postID=11408#post11408
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/index.php?thread/1916-epicurean-philosophy-vs-stoicism-in-public-popularity/&postID=11408#post11408
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1916-epicurean-philosophy-vs-stoicism-in-public-popularity/?postID=11411#post11411
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1916-epicurean-philosophy-vs-stoicism-in-public-popularity/?postID=11411#post11411

Quote from Elayne

The maximum possible pleasure over a lifetime is realistically not likely going to involve
continuous total bliss, because we don't have the power to prevent every pain,
including pains that can stand in the path to pleasures--- but we can obtain a lot more
ongoing pleasure than most people realize.

Quote from Elayne

We must evaluate all decisions and virtues in light of pleasure as our sole guide and
goal. Yes, of course, it's smart to take into account both our past experiences and the
experiences of other humans in similar situations. That's basic physics.

Yep, | agree with this statement, too.

So.... Do we disagree somewhere then that I'm missing? Is there anything I've stated that you
take issue with? Or that I've implied that you don't agree with? I'm sincere and not being mean,
sarcastic, or flippant here. I'm genuinely curious to dig into details.
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