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Quote from Cassius

In other words I don't think any of us have a problem with saying that "in general" we
can use the past to point the right direction in the future, but we certainly can't do that
all the time, and we have to understand that the universe isn't mechanistic or
determined or fated or guided by divinity and so walk and chew gum at the same time.

One of the few things we can use to make choices and rejections in the present is whether we
reacted with pleasure or pain to a specific action in a specific situation in the past. Is the
current situation similar enough to the past situation to warrant one decision or another?
Barring that, have we observed others taking actions that had painful or pleasurable outcomes
*from our perspective* in similar circumstances to this? We don't have to accept a mechanistic
or divine universe to use observation and perceived causes and effects to make prudent
decisions.
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