Epicurean philosophy vs. Stoicism in public
popularity

Post by “Cassius” of March 20, 2021 at 4:25 PM

Quote from Elayne

The strongest true statement is that there are behaviors which are highly likely to lead
to a pleasurable life for most typical members of a species. Those things are useful to
know as a starting place, but for maximum life pleasure, an individual must learn if and
how they are atypical-- and 100% typical humans are, in my experience, nonexistent.

| agree but I'll also offer that | think Elayne is reacting to the argument here, and i think we
would probably all agree that "those things" aren't really just a starting place, but probably take
is quite a way toward the goal in most instances -- but they won't all the time, and it's the
exceptions that prove the rule -- and the rule is that while we can make make general
conclusions which high degrees of confidence in many instances, we have to always be looking
to be sure that we aren't in a situation where the facts are different from prior situations so as
to cause a very different result.

In other words | don't think any of us have a problem with saying that "in general” we can use
the past to point the right direction in the future, but we certainly can't do that all the time, and
we have to understand that the universe isn't mechanistic or determined or fated or guided by
divinity and so walk and chew gum at the same time.
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