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The emphasis that happiness should be maximized for all has been present in utilitarianism
since its foundation: "The said truth is that it is the greatest happiness of the greatest number
that is the measure of right and wrong." - Jeremy Bentham

I find the argument against this interesting. Honestly, it had never occurred to me as unnatural
until I spoke with a mormon (they are predominant where I live) about it.

The mormon (who may not have been representing his church) said focus on maximizing the
happiness of others leads to stress (because of unnecessary worry concerning others) and
anxiety/depression (because of worry of and inevitable failures) while straining one's time and
resources (because of constantly spending them on others).

I think accepting or rejecting this part of utilitarianism comes down to personal opinion. I would
love to get your thoughts on this. If you are willing, we can enter a private conversation on the
website.

That is fine, Cassius. I appreciate your help and I think it was very good for me to check over
that post.

I do appreciate your openness to admit error. I think it shows much about one's character of
how they handle when (not if) they are wrong.
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