
Episode Sixty-Two - The Perils of Romantic Love
(Part 2)
Post by “Cassius” of March 15, 2021 at 5:51 AM

As we continue to review the end of Book IV, I would appreciate everyone's help in considering
the following:

A. Possibly the biggest obstacle to greater adoption of Epicurean philosophy by young people /
people in the prime of life is the dominant view that "absence of pain" means that an Epicurean
primarily runs from pain rather than pursues pleasure.

B. Romantic love is of greater intense interest to people than most any other subject.

C. The end of Book 4 clearly and forcefully makes the point that it is natural to pursue intense
pleasure, and that Epicurus' advice is not to give up pleasure for the sake of experiencing no
pain, but to pursue pleasure wisely so as to enjoy the pleasure (if you deem that pleasure
worthwhile) without unnecessary pain.

D. This example and arguments at the end of Book 4 show in dramatic terms that the dominant
interpretation of Epicurus is wrong.

E. Therefore a program of explaining Epicurean philosophy through its position on sex/romantic
love would be one of the most effective ways of dealing with the biggest obstacle to wider
adoption of Epicurean philosophy.

------------------

Would anyone question the proposition "that Epicurus' advice is not to give up pleasure for the
sake of experiencing no pain, but to pursue pleasure wisely so as to enjoy the pleasure (if you
deem that pleasure worthwhile) without unnecessary pain"?
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