Epicurean philosophy vs. Stoicism in public
popularity

Post by “Don” of March 13, 2021 at 9:34 AM

Quote from Cassius

There's definitely a list of attributes that can be identified, though, and among them
would be the degree to which a person values thinking independently from the larger

group.

| suppose a natural audience would be secularists, humanists, and freethinkers. But that's a
very diverse group and fragmented (like our sources).

The modern Stoics seem to have targeted the "go-getter" business-type and plugged into the
"warrior ethos" thing and leaned into that in their philosophy and promotion. The whole "rugged
individualist" would appeal to an American audience, too.

| do want to say that it appears to me that many of the modern Stoics truly practice what they
preach and appear to be sincere in their drive to resurrect and rebuild Stoicism, and seem to
have plugged into a need out there in the world. Now, there are probably dozens of relatively
well-selling and popular Stoic "self-help" books, Stoicon-type events and resources, etc. They
definitely got a headstart on the Epicureans in that respect. There are way more relatively well-
known Stoic authors and speakers than there are Epicurean ones. Who is it on our side? Hiram
Crespo and Catherine Wilson? That's about it. With Hiram, I'm specifically referring to his
chapter in "How to Live a Good Life: A Guide to Choosing Your Personal Philosophy" by Massimo
Pigliucci (Look at that, a leading Stoic voice!) Those two are probably the go-to "Epicureans"
now if the popular press would want to include an "Epicurean" perspective on something.
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