Planning And Execution of A Local Group

Post by “Don” of February 26, 2021 at 10:05 PM

It seems to me two things are getting conflated here. Let me sort them out, for myself if not for
anyone else.

What is good or bad for me personally is determined by whether the action or thought elicits
pleasure or pain for me, either in the short or the long term. There is no absolute Good or
absolute Evil for me personally apart from my reaction of Pleasure or Pain.

What is good or bad for society is determined by whether actions are just or not. Whether
something is just or not is if it (a) keeps others from harming me, or (b) keeps me from harming
others (and so in turn keeping them from harming me). My not being harmed is pleasurable for
me. That's, by definition, Good.

There are no absolute virtues determined by God. Virtue is instrumental to pleasure.

There is no universal justice determined by God. "Justice" is instrumental to my not harming
you and my not being harmed by you. That keeps me safe and society stable to my being able
to experience pleasure.

Thinks people think of as "universal human rights" could be just because they keep people from
harming each other and keep people from being harmed. They're not God-given rights. They
are conducive to my experience of Pleasure. Your experience of pleasure is advantageous to
me. If you're experiencing pleasure, you're less likely to feel the need to harm me. And vice
versa.

Everything -- everything!! -- points ultimately to mental and physical pleasure. That's why
Epicurus says pleasure is the end-goal, the telos.
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