Planning And Execution of A Local Group

Post by “Cassius” of February 25, 2021 at 2:44 AM

Three years after starting this thread my current thought is that a critical component of any
local group or online initiative is going to be keeping the focus on just a couple of core unifying
ideas and working hard to keep political division and foreign philosophical interests (primarily
Stoicism) out of the mix.

Just as with the graphic at the top of the right sidebar, it seems to me that the most key
components that are of central interest in 2021 are probably:

1 - No supernatural gods
2 - No life after death
3 - Pleasure as the goal or beginning and end of blessed life

4. - All good and evil consists in sensation (or something else conveying that there is no
absolute virtue / the goal of virtue is pleasure)

Any such list is always improvable, but however they are worded each of these are clearly
documentable in the texts, have huge numbers of implications, and are not necessarily tied to
any specific theory of physics (though of course physics and epistemology would naturally be
discussed as part of explaining and studying the top conclusions).

Rigorous insistence on topics like these being the center of focus would probably help politely
freeze out the Stoics and keep political divisions and other agendas under control. The main
topics have the most appeal to generalists, and for those who really want to dig into the details
a local group could refer people to a forum such as this one for more advanced discussions.

It seems to me that exerting leadership to keep the discussion on the main track is probably
critical to managing expectations and may be as important as any other factor in making any
"local" effort viable.
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