Greetings from a Newcomer

Post by “Daniel Van Orman” of May 9, 2018 at 2:39 PM

Welcome! We are very happy to have you here.

I am glad you have such a love for the idea that pleasure drives motivation. Just so you know,
that is called Motivational/Psychological Hedonism. | think everyone, whether they realize it or
not, acts to gain pleasure (or avoid pain). Examples demonstrating this are everywhere.

Being a utilitarian, | feel obligated to correct you and say the motivating strength of pleasure is
vital to utilitarianism, as taught by utilitarian leaders:

"Nature has placed mankind under the governance of two sovereign masters, pain and
pleasure. It is for them alone to point out what we ought to do, as well as to determine what we
shall do. On the one hand the standard of right and wrong, on the other the chain of causes and
effects, are fastened to their throne. They govern us in all we do, in all we say, in all we think"
(Jeremy Bentham, An Introduction to the Principles of Morals and Legislation)

"whether mankind do desire nothing for itself but that which is a pleasure to them, or of which
the absence is a pain; we have evidently arrived at a question of fact and experience,
dependent, like all similar questions, upon evidence. It can only be determined by practised
self-consciousness and self-observation, assisted by observation of others" (John Stuart Mill,
Utilitarianism, Chapter 4)

| am happy you have joined us and hope you will be a great Epicurean friend.
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