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Well what you're saying there Elayne is basically the development of a new philosophy, which
kind of goes along with your thoughts for a new blog. As for me personally that's more than I
think I could possibly tackle -- I have a hard enough time working within a shared existing
framework. And especially as to some of the physics issues, I am really not comfortable taking
a position on specific theories and theorists since being a scientist isn't really my focus.

You're certainly correct that the existing framework requires a "history" component that would
not be required were one starting a new philosophy. Maybe it's just my personal orientation or
disposition, but I doubt I personally can separate out the "history" from my interest in the
subject and motivation to pursue it. For example on the issue of religion, for me personally it
isn't really the whole story to say "there is no supernatural god." I personally am much more
into what I see as the Lucretian framework of illustrating the problems of religion by references
to the history of how we got here and the specific outrages that have happened in the name of
religion. And it really isn't possible from my point of view to understand where we are without
understanding those questions of how we got here.

So no doubt you are correct that for some people "the historical and physics issues are a
substantial barrier to practicing and teaching it the way Epicurus did. But on the other hand I
am convinced that there are others for whom it's exactly those historical and physics issues
that spur the interest and motivate the study. I agree with you that it would be good to work to
show how the philosophy can appeal to everyone, but I guess that means that there's a division
of labor involved in different people pursuing their different interests in it.
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