Alt-tech outreach

Post by “Cassius” of February 18, 2021 at 5:36 AM

Quote from Charles

using Reddit & Discord, the Epicurean communities | started there largely ended up as
failed experiments with the latter having limited success.

Charle's comments remind me of my own general impression about ALL our internet initiatives
on the social platforms - including Facebook, which | consider to have been the most productive
of all my own past investments of time. Even though | don't consider my Facebook efforts to
have been a a 'success' any more than the other platforms, it is also true that the great
majority of internet-based relationships that allowed us to get this EpicureanFriends forum off
the ground came through Facebook.

| think the issue in all our internet time investments is something unrelated to the platforms
themselves: the platforms can provide "advertising" but they cannot provide the substance or
the reason to continue to stick together.

It seems to me that most of our efforts (I really mean "my own efforts" - | won't disparage
anyone's efforts but my own) have amounted to saying "Hey, look here, look at what Epicurus
said!" And while that activity definitely has its place, it's not sufficient to build a "team" or the
kind of real-world relationships that are necessary in life. We almost end up being Platonists of
a sort ourselves, spending 99% of our efforts manipulating words as if there will be some magic
arrangement that will answer all our needs.

| started my active phase of internetting on Epicurus in about 2010, and as | look back on that
time the most satisfying part of it has been forming the relationships that have ended up being
our core people here and now on Epicureanfriends, largely because | think we share a mission
in which we feel that Epicurean philosophy answers correctly some of our most core questions
about life and how to spend our time. We sense that the answers are here, but we have only
scratched the surface of implementing them, and we aren't going to be able to move to a next
phase until we are able to move from internet-only to "real-world" action in our local circles.

The social media world will probably remain our best means of making initial contacts, but we
still have to put together the structure of how to make friends and organize locally.
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