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Post by “Cassius” of February 17, 2021 at 9:13 PM

Yes on your posts 4 and 5. I think your conclusion is absolutely correct as to Epicurus, and i
suspect we agree on what I am about to say as to the manner of presentation:

Until someone sees the Epicurean conclusion that you just stated, it isn't appropriate to
collapse the reasoning process too fast.

Just like in the Epicurus quote about "the meaning of good" and walking around endlessly
discussing it, Epicurus would have been faced with opposing schools constantly talking about
"the good." So I would presume Epicurus was often doing exactly what we are doing now, and
pointing out that there is no basis for good except pleasure and no basis for evil except pain. In
order to explain the point, however, it is necessary to use the terminology of both schools, and
refer to platonic good and evil. So I would expect that there is good reason to translate them as
the translators are doing. (Using good and evil).

And that is why I continually point to Epicurus using "logical" arguments at times, even though
he is pointing to feeling as the only reason to apply logic (or to do anything else). Just like
Epicurus would have had to do with his own students, we have to acknowledge and use the
terminology and approach of both schools if we are ever going to clearly show how they are
different.
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