What In Your Opinion Are the Most Essential
Characteristics Of "Being An Epicurean" (According
to Epicurus)?

Post by “Cassius” of February 15, 2021 at 5:01 PM

i think what you are talking about is that the needs of expressing a philosophy as a logical
proposition are different from those needed for personal motivation among non-philosophers.

Torquatus' formulation to me now seems clearly contextual for the professional philosophy
audience, which is also my view of the "absence of pain" statement. Neither are suitable for
explaining to a layman what it means to be an Epicurean. Which | think helps explains why his
school was called by his name, rather than the "Hedonist" or "Pleasurist" school.

It has always been true for me that "pleasure is the goal" is more of a rejection of rationalism
and religion than it is a positive statement of what Epicurus is all about.

So in my view the whole discussion about pleasure is a component of the logical whole, not a
standalone slogan, and | think | need to emphasize that more.
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