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Argh the day is pretty much gone and I only got about 1/3 of the way through what I wanted to
type, going through all the platforms I have participated in and my thoughts on each. I will
finish it and post it hopefully tomorrow morning.

In the meantime another general comment: I think all of us who have been at this a while are
sensitive to how difficult it is to keep together a community and keep it from fracturing over
issues that really are not central to the community itself. There's probably no way to
incorporate those divergent interests - it's a lot easier to say "stick to the very basics" and
exclude everything else than it is to try to come up with compromise solutions. Even here on
Epicureanfriends it's been tempting to set up sub-forums on topics and say "let's have those
who think XXX post here" and "let's have those who think YYY post there" but that would
probably create more hard feelings than would be worth it.

And I am not even really talking about controversial political issues -- even issues like
discussion of different views of the Epicurean gods can create a lot of heat.

So I think in general the best answer to all these questions comes down to something like
encouraging everyone to post where-ever they want, and where-ever they can spread the
general message about Epicurus through their own local communities, but to always point back
here as the place where at the very highest level we'll remain devoted explicitly to the
philosophy as a philosophy, and cooperate on learning and understanding the basic doctrines,
while leaving the "local application" to the individual locales

I'll leave it at that for now but i do have a lot more to say about the latest developments in
platforms and censorship issues. So far we're pretty isolated from those because very few
people know who we are, but I want us to dream big and hope for lot wider impact as time goes
by, and I remain convinced that even though we're off everyone's radar right now, if we ever
were to break through into a wider community we too would come under the full-force scrutiny
of modern censorship. Right now in the USA we face virtually no censorship issues ourselves
today, but already in many places in the rest of the world we'd fall under some types of
blasphemy prohibitions, and/or be at risk for our personal safety for Epicurean religious views. I
want us to have a world-wide reach and also to make the core Epicurean documents available
everywhere, so the issue of how to do that without becoming captive to other agendas is a
huge one. And that may make for some strange bedfellows or unconventional methods.

We're all aware of the highly-charged political issues that get labeled as fake news or historical
revisionism of many types Well my view is that no matter what issue you want to name, and no
matter how politically incorrect it is to take a position on something today, all of those pale in
comparison to the "historical revisionism" that would result from someone making a full
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2000+year review of world history from an EPICUREAN perspective. It's kind of ironic, but by
sticking to the core doctrines we can seem like at the moment that we're being "safe," but in
the end the core doctrines are really more explosive than any of today's charged political issue
you'd care to name. I think we need to look at these issues from that perspective and plan
accordingly.
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