
Episode Fifty-Five - Reason Is Dependent On The
Senses (Part 2)
Post by “Elayne” of February 7, 2021 at 5:10 PM

Are you quoting Epicurus by using "empty" pleasure, Don ? Which text, if so?

Today I think most people would interpret an "empty pleasure" as being one without
meaningfulness (a source of pleasure). If someone was experiencing pain from a sense of
meaninglessness unrelieved by their choices for pleasures, it would be analogous to the
profligate hedonists-- leaving some of their pleasures on the table instead of choosing the
maximum pleasure.

But it reminds me of where Epicurus has been translated talking about "vain desires", which
means "in vain" rather than prideful-- desires for imaginary pleasures, idealism-- infinite power
and such. The desires wouldn't be in vain if they were for real, obtainable pleasures, so that's
the problem. Futility. Idk if there's any correlation to what you are talking about with "empty."
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