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Thanks for those two points Don because I think discussing them is going to be helpful.

In both cases I agree with Elayne's points as written, but I think you're bringing out aspects that
need to be very clear.

On the first point, the issue it seems you are pointing out is "I don't think it's accurate to say
"our senses are also subjective." That sounds like a Skeptical position as if our senses can't be
trusted and nobody could agree on what their senses are telling them. " To me the issue there
is that I don't think there is a contradiction in saying that the senses are both subjective AND at
the same time trustworthy and repeatable. Elayne's final point is really the foundation
("absolute, objective point of view, there being no such thing") which is based on the conclusion
that there is no center point in the universe where God or anyone else stands and says "MY
perspective is the correct one and all others are to be judged against mine." This is why I say
taking positions on deep physics issues has such practical importance. While it may be possible
to come a similar conclusion through all sorts of other theories, if you DO come to the
conclusion that there is no absolute perspective against which all others are judged, you know
easily that "one-for-all" perspectives cannot exist.

On the other hand, while we don't have a single one for all god perspective, there is a "We"
which consists of humans like ourselves, living on a place like earth, and within the confined
grouping even though our perspectives are not universal for the universe, there is a very large
degree of repeatability and verifiability within our own experiences. I think back to the example
of looking at our hand, and that we see a hand rather than a zillion whirring atoms. In fact what
is there is a zillion whirring atoms, were our eyes geared to see them, but instead our eyes are
geared to see the hand, and we can have great confidence that every time we or other humans
look at our hands, we will see the hands and not the zillion atoms.

On the second point, I am not sure exactly where you are going except to flesh out the distinct
meanings of the words "emotion" vs pain and pleasure or feeling or other words. I agree with
you that we need to use words clearly and that emotion conveys something different than pain
and pleasure, much in the way the word happiness conveys something different. But I still think
Elayne's sentence is correct as written and I would be interested in where you are going with
the distinction in this context. Are you trying to construct a definition of emotion that leaves out
the feeling that it describes? Again I agree with Elayne that a feeling is an inherent part of an
emotion.
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