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A few thoughts:

(1) I read "real purpose" and "all the evidence of direct perception" to be two different things,
adding up to A: the ultimate goal of pleasure and B: the faculties of sense given to us by nature
(as opposed to rationalism / idealism)

(2) I read "to which we always refer the conclusions of opinion" to mean that we are to judge
the correctness of our opinions according to both (a) our specific context as measured by our
faculties, and (b) our continuing general assessment of the goal of life, which is generally
pleasure and not any more specific goal of virtue or salvation or whatever.

(3) And I read the ultimate point being that not only the best path toward our goal, but also the
way to avoid fear, uncertainty, and doubt, is to keep this dual process constantly at work in our
minds, meaning that we should constantly both (a) use our faculties to take stock of our
immediate circumstances and(b) use that information to make decisions which are best suited
to attain the ultimate goal (pleasure), even if for the moment we defer pleasure or even choose
something painful.

Anyone see things significantly differently?
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