
Episode Fifty-Five - Reason Is Dependent On The
Senses (Part 2)
Post by “Don” of February 1, 2021 at 10:16 PM

We may be talking past each other again.

Let's get specific: I'm listening to 27:30 -- 30:27 including when Charles says it "feels like
evidence" and Elayne says "that feeling of correctness is usually pleasurable". My point was
that the Flat-earther's "pleasurable" feeling of "correctness" is probably just as pleasurable for
them as yours is for you. People cherry picking facts when they have that "pleasurable" feeling
of "correctness" is exactly my concern. That "pleasure" reaction needs to be tethered to
corroboration from the senses to be a valid criteria for truth. Which I think you're saying, but of
what value - other than its pleasure - is that feeling of "correctness" then?

Quote from Elayne

This knowing sensation is a subjective experience that has been studied. It can be
produced directly with brain stimulation, minus any content. The sensation of knowing
is neurological but doesn't necessarily correlate with accuracy.

This sounds fascinating. Do you have any citations or names of researchers or studies for us to
follow-up on?

Quote from Elayne

I report that for me, the sensation of knowing has a sort of "rightness" that I classify as
pleasurable. Similar sensation to a picture being lined up evenly on a wall or the
sensation of symmetry in justice. I experience it as satisfying. That doesn't mean I
actually am correct.

So, I'm still confused then. If you're just saying you have a "sensation of knowing" that's
"pleasurable" and that it doesn't mean what you know is correct, then it's not evidence of
anything if someone is trying to change your mind. It's just a pleasurable feeling. It seems to
me that holding a warm, fuzzy blanket and feeling pleasure at that while someone explains
something would - for purposes of accepting an argument - would be the same.

Quote from Elayne

It's just a known human phenomenon which was relevant to our discussion of how an
individual decides what amount of certainty is enough to act on. It's a subjective

1
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1860-episode-fifty-five-reason-is-dependent-on-the-senses-part-
2/?postID=10933#post10933

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/wcf/user/269-charles/
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/wcf/user/226-elayne/
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/index.php?thread/1860-episode-fifty-five-reason-is-dependent-on-the-senses-part-2/&postID=10930#post10930
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/index.php?thread/1860-episode-fifty-five-reason-is-dependent-on-the-senses-part-2/&postID=10930#post10930
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/index.php?thread/1860-episode-fifty-five-reason-is-dependent-on-the-senses-part-2/&postID=10930#post10930
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1860-episode-fifty-five-reason-is-dependent-on-the-senses-part-2/?postID=10933#post10933
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1860-episode-fifty-five-reason-is-dependent-on-the-senses-part-2/?postID=10933#post10933


decision influenced by feelings. There is no way to find a fixed rule. What confidence
interval do you want before you are going to try a new drug, for instance?

The key term here is "decide" - that's choice and avoidance - which involves using reason to
assess the evidence from your sensory input, initial reaction of pleasure or pain, and mental
anticipations. I'm still cautious of phrases like "influenced by feelings." Are you talking
emotions? From my perspective, emotions are not what Epicurus talks about. The emotions -
fear, anger, sadness, love, contentment - are how we mentally process the reaction of pleasure
or pain. Decision making while subjective is a cognitive process.
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