Episode Fifty-Five - Reason Is Dependent On The
Senses (Part 2)

Post by “Elayne” of February 1, 2021 at 4:07 PM

Don and Cassius

I'm confused as to why my words were taken that way. | was being descriptive.

In EP, we observe reality through our senses, part of the Canon. We feel our feelings, also part
of reality. We have the prolepses. These are the 3 direct ways we know what is real. These 3
ways of knowing reality are non-conceptual-- they are direct. Not abstract.

However, when it comes to certainty in conclusions _about our sense perceptions, feelings,
and prolepses, this is added on to actual contact with reality. Concepts and so on are not
primary information.

| thought we were discussing how people decide when certainty is sufficient for them-- which is
an entirely different issue from saying what the primary contacts with reality _are_.

There are two aspects to "certainty "-- the abstract concept, which can also be described
mathematically, and an inner sensation of knowing something. There is _no_ absolute "thing"
we can find through our senses, feelings, or prolepses which is "objective certainty", even
though relative certainty can be described by math. This knowing sensation is a subjective
experience that has been studied. It can be produced directly with brain stimulation, minus any
content. The sensation of knowing is neurological but doesn't necessarily correlate with
accuracy. It's one of those features selected for by evolution because it was close enough and
humans who had it out-reproduced those who didn't.

| report that for me, the sensation of knowing has a sort of "rightness" that | classify as
pleasurable. Similar sensation to a picture being lined up evenly on a wall or the sensation of
symmetry in justice. | experience it as satisfying. That doesn't mean | actually am correct. It's
just a known human phenomenon which was relevant to our discussion of how an individual
decides what amount of certainty is enough to act on. It's a subjective decision influenced by
feelings. There is no way to find a fixed rule. What confidence interval do you want before you
are going to try a new drug, for instance? There are statistical likelihoods that satisfy most
researchers, but none of them are 100%. Whether a person wants to take a 1 in 100 chance of
being wrong and will feel certain enough not to worry, 1 in 1000, 1 in 1 million-- there's no
absolute rule.

| would advise being cautious with that sensation of knowing, given that it can cause people to
overlook primary data. Cherry-picking, etc, is a risk. Some people appear to feel very anxious
without that sensation, more than others. Some people prefer a sense of uncertainty. These are
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biological reactions, and noticing them is primary canonical data, while drawing further
conclusions about their function is abstract.
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