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Silence in church 

The letters of Paul, dated to the middle of the first century AD, were written to specific
communities in response to particular questions or problems. Paul was in Ephesus around the
year 56 when he received disquieting news regarding the church at Corinth. Factionalism had
developed. At the fellowship meal some got drunk while others were left hungry. There seemed
to be a preference for ecstatic prayer at the expense of works of charity, with a number of
members all "speaking in tongues" at the same time. It was apparently reported to him that
women were appearing at the assembly without the head covering customary in
contemporary Greek society, and may have been arguing over their right to address
the assembly. The fledgling community appeared to be in disorder.  

Corinthians 14:33-35(NIV) states:

Quote
"As in all the congregations of the Lord’s people. Women should remain silent in
the churches. They are not allowed to speak, but must be in submission, as the law
says. If they want to inquire about something, they should ask their own husbands at
home; for it is disgraceful for a woman to speak in the church."
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