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Discussing Reason and Logic
Post by “Cassius” of January 20, 2021 at 5:59 PM

We don't want to turn this into a debate on DeWitt's reliability, because I think that what he's
saying here is probably agreed with by the commentators - this isn't (to my understanding) an
area of controversy.

So to repeat, we need to figure out if Epicurus did indeed consider these principles of physics to
be the equivalent of axioms which are to be considered the ultimate building blocks of the
philosophy. I will go ahead and say that that is indeed the way I view the Epicurus' take on this
subject. These principles of the nature of things are ultimately something that can be converted
into the methods by which the universe is concluded to be natural and not supernatural, so I
see room for latitude in updating them. But I think Epicurus considered them to be so well
established as to be "certain" and that reasoning based on them would be among the most
certain of truths that we can be confident of.

That's the way I treat them and to the extent that we part of what we have to do is to report
what it is that Epicurus held, I would think this is a central part of the philosophy.
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