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I see a connection between Epicurus' dethroning of Reason (Athena) by Pleasure / Nature
(Aphrodite) and Nietzsche's balancing of Apollonian and Dionysian qualities. Nietzsche gave
huge importance to INSTINCT and GUTS as a source of meaning and as a manner of
philosophizing.

But we haven't really delved too much into the Dionysian theme in the Epicurean group. It
would imply a willingness to engage in ritual, and in play, and in dance, and other activities that
are pleasurable ways of creating values.
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