Dialectics and Hypothetical Questions

Post by “Cassius” of January 18, 2021 at 7:05 PM

We have been discussing hypothetical questions in the PD10 thread, but | think this topic
deserves a thread of its own in the end, for the additional reason that | think it is probably
related to the term "dialectics." It seems to me that hypotheticals is what Socrates/Plato were
dealing in extensively, and | see several sentences in Diogenes Laertius that are translated
variously as "dialectics" or "logic" - Does anyone know which term is better and if so why they
are interchanged? By no means are the two issues the same (Dialectics and Hypothetical
Questions) but | suspect both involve very similar issues:

Again there was Tmocrates, the brother of Metrodarus, wha was isdisciple and then eftthe school He nthe book entited Merriment assetsthat Eicurus vomite twice a dayfrom overindulgence, and goes anto say that e himsel
had much ado to escape from those noforious miahight phlosophizings and the confratemity with al s screts, 7, furthe, thet Epcurus' acquantance with phlosophy was small and is acguaintance with ife even smaller: that s
bodiy el wasptfl s much 5 tha o many years e s nle s fom s i, and ha he spent 2 whole min iy o i able, s he s says n st o Leonion and ittt the phosophers ot Milene. Ao
{hat among ofher courtesans wha cansorted with i and Metrodorus were Mammearion and Hedia and Erotion and Nikicion. He alleges oo thatn his thirty-seven books On Nature Epicurus uses muchrepetiion and wries argely in sheer
ppastiontoothers, especialy to Nausiphanes, and here a hs amn words: "Ny, et them go hang:or, when labouring with a idea, he oo had the saphist' offhand hoast-fubess ke many another servil soul": 8. besides, he himself
1 s et sy of Nasohanes: "Thsso madene i thet heabused me and call me pedagogue”Epcurs s o cal this Nausphanes i ™ an lerte, & aud,anda oo Plat's school e clled e todes of
Dionysiu,thir maste himsef the "golden” Pt and Ansotle aprofigte, who e g is ptrmanytok o slcerin and seling dhug Protagoras  packcaieand the s of Democrts and lageschonimaster
Heracius a mucdlr?™!Democrtus Lot e onsenseangr): and Antidous Sannidoru (Fawning 1 earer) the Cynics foesofGreece the Diecticing despoler,and yrhoan gnorant oo,

24, Metrodorus wrote the following works
= Against the Physicians, in three books.
« Of Sensations.
= Against Timocrates,

& OF Magnanimiby

« OF Epicurus's Weak Health.
»_Against the cclicians

= Against the Sophists, in nine books

= The Way to Wisdom.

« Of Change.

» OF Wealth

= In Criticism of Democritus.
= Of Noble Birth,
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31, Thy reec Flecc s supeuous; g et n e guires the physicits shoul e content o employte rdinry temsforhings X Now in TheCanon Epicursafims tht our sensetions and preconceptions and o feligs
e dhe standardsoﬂh; e Epicurean generly ke percepionsof mental presentations ™t be s sandards. His own statements a lsto be found i the Summary adressed t Herodeus and n te Soran Mavims. Every
sensation, he says is o ofreason and incapable of memory:for nether i effaused nor, regarded as having an extemal cause, canit add anything theret ortake anyihing therefrom. 32, Nor i there anjthing which can refte
sensations o convic hem ofemor one sensaton cannot convict another and Kindred sensation forthey are equaly valic; nor ca e sensaton refute another which s nof indred but heterogeneous, for e objects whichthe bwo senses
g a ot the same ™. nor again can veason et tem, or easonf whly dependent o senstion:nr can e sense efte anofher, ce we py eauel e ol And the ety ofseparate perceptions uarantes e
ofoursenses. But seing and hering e st asrel as fecing pan,Hence s from plinfacts et we muet st when e draw ferences afout e unknown 7Rl ournofions are defved fom percetion,ether by actuel contact
or by anelogy, o resmblance, orcompostion, withsome sight adfrom reasoning,An the objcts presented b macmen/*®and topeopl n deams e e forthey produce fecs- . movements n he mind- which et which i
U never does,
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