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Okay. That seems like it might be a fruitful approach. Here we go:

Quote from Elayne

PD10 does not say that prudence is more important than pleasure.

Agreed.

Quote from Elayne

It does not say anything that would rule out a bliss pill,...

Agreed. However, I'm not going down the "bliss pill" rabbit hole again. This whole topic is like
asking, "Would you have a unicorn for a pet?" but even less defined. At least we "know" what a
unicorn "is" basically.

Also, I see Epicurus's philosophy as one of individual responsibility. Each of us is responsible for
our own pleasure. We get to make choices. Let me be clear, I'm not placing decision-making
above pleasure. It is a means to pleasure. If someone wants to take the pill, take the pill. As I
see it defined, it takes away the ability to choose and reject, to chart ones own path. Okay, it's
the *final* choice one could take, but the pill/machine is so ill-defined, I'm reluctant to keep
flogging a dead unicorn.

In the end, the argument doesn't provide benefits to real people. For PD 10, I'd rather deal in
reality and practicalities as Epicurus said philosophy should do.

Quote from Elayne

PD10 does not say anything to rule out the pleasures of the profligates if the painful
consequences could be removed, or if they could be combined with the pleasure of
information about reality that would remove false fears.

Agreed, but again I don't believe Epicurus is dealing in hypotheticals or counterfactuals here.
He has observed that that lifestyle - in reality and in everyday experience - is not conducive to
a pleasure-filled life. It does NOT teach how to remove false fears. I agree with your proposal
that it doesn't rule it out, but I believe Epicurus is addressing a real person in the real world
who asks "Can I have a completely pleasurable life engaging in "the objects which are
productive of pleasures to profligate persons"?" To that, I believe he would answer "No."
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