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Quote from Elayne

Don, if you don't take each PD in the context of _all_ the PDs, then you can easily wind
up "proof-texting" and drawing conclusions Epicurus did not make.

Point taken, but I don't believe I'm proof-texting in relation to PD 10. I've seen people try to
proof-text with excerpts and fragments (e.g., lathe biosas), and I fully agree that's a problem.

When I say that it seems to me that ya'll are making PD 10 do more work than it has to, I'm not
saying it should be read in isolation. Each Doctrine is one of 40 bricks in the wall supporting the
school (to use an Oinoanda metaphor), so I don't think every brick needs to carry the whole
structure. Individual bricks can respond to specific tenets of the philosophy or specific
refutations of other schools. Of course, each doctrine is a part of the philosophy and needs to fit
in properly. However, from my perspective, there's danger in both the urge to prooftext and to
overinterpret.
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