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Cassius and Elayne , this is all *very* helpful and let's me see ya'll's thought processes. I
greatly appreciate your willingness to continue to engage in this conversation. Let me now
quote the areas above where we have agreement:

Quote from Cassius

As Epicurus says in his philosophy as a whole, nothing stands above pleasure as the
ultimate good, which means the ultimate good or goal for which we do everything else
to achieve, and which is not in terms an intermediate step toward any higher goal. As
far as the "profligate" of PD 10 are experiencing pleasure, there can be no argument or
censure against whatever activities they choose to engage in if in fact those activities
succeed in bringing them pleasure which they feel to outweigh the pain which may be
required to achieve that pleasure. This is because any legitimate censure would have
to be based on them failing to achieve the ultimate goal of nature, and if they do in fact
achieve that goal, there is no natural grounds for censuring them. PD 10 is only saying
that the "profligate" can be censured to the extent that they fail to achieve their goal,
which in practical human experience is likely to happen if their profligate ways do not
banish the "mind’s fears about astronomical phenomena and death and suffering." If
their profligate ways included a means of resolving these and all other pains and fears,
there would be no proper /natural grounds for censuring them because they were in
fact successful in achieving a pleasurable life.

Quote from Elayne

he is saying he hasn't observed such a strategy succeeding. That partying doesn't
relieve fears of the supernatural-- according to his observations.

Quote from Elayne
embedded in that formula is also the supremacy of pleasure as the goal, and his
condemnation of the strategy because it fails at pleasure.

Now, I can address the places where our interpretations diverge with more specificity.
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