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Quote from Elayne

Don -- use the whole context of the philosophy. Epicurus never places anything greater
than pleasure. He is saying we can actually experience total-- perfect-- pleasure. That
it's not abstract. The profligates are not going far enough! They are leaving some of
their pleasure on the table.

It is hard for people today to drop the middle path ideas they've been inculcated with.
EP is not a middle path. It's a path of the most extreme, total pleasure, experienced by
humans in reality. Epicurus could testify to it because he lived it.

My thought is that we're unlikely to make too much more progress in this thread on the "role of
logic" question, so what we should really get back to and is more to the point in terms of
Wilson's article is this point being made by Elayne here, where she is focusing in on the
ultimate conclusion that "Epicurus never places anything greater than pleasure." As I see it,
that's exactly correct, and it includes wisdom or prudence -- those are valuable only insofar as
they lead to pleasure, and the apparent unwillingness of Catherine Wilson to embrace that
conclusion is part of how this thread originated in the first place.

I suspect Don would say that he agrees with that point, so maybe the issue is more "why do we
think there is an issue in how to express this?"
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