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Elayne what | agreed with was your eloquent description of the "things productive of the
pleasures of the profligate" being unable to address the anxiety and fear of the gods, death,
etc. When Epicurus is saying if those things did teach the limit of desires, we'd have no reason
to censure the profligate. The "limit of desires" | take to refer to the desires one choose and
those one refects. Not every desire leads to pleasure and so those should be rejected. The word
translated as "limit" also can have the connotation of the "perfection" of something. So if those
things taught the perfection of desire - how to prudently make choices and rejections - we'd
have to need to censure the "lost." The fact that he calls them &owtoug along with the
commentary on the Menoikeus Letter leads me to believe he's not condoning their choices in
any way. | believe he's clearly saying, this isn't the way to choose to live a pleasurable life.
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