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Don in the context of everything Epicurus said, he did not mean whatsoever to limit their desire
for pleasure to something less than total bliss. That's why I wrote about what he was really
talking about. You said you agreed, but it doesn't sound like you do. He wants for them to
understand that they can actually achieve complete pleasure, instead of thinking it is infinite,
requires infinite desires, and can never be experienced. He means it differently than how we
would mean it today. Teaching them the limit means teaching them that they can both desire
and achieve total bliss, in the real world. He would censure them for failing to desire and reach
total pleasure-- because they are still anxious and partying has not relieved their fear of gods.

He wants them to desire _more_ pleasure than they currently do-- not less.

An analogy would be a coach cheering on a runner near the end of the race-- a runner who
thinks the race is endless, even Sisyphean, impossible to complete, and may be giving up.
Epicurus the running coach is saying guess what? You are only a few yards from winning,
because the pursuit of the goal of pleasure has a finish line!! And to reach it, you need to know
there is no reason to fear the gods or punishment in an afterlife.

A pleasure pill that was truly as advertised, trustworthy, in a world with no threat to longevity,
would be the wise choice. But I would need to see a huge amount of research.

Cassius you said the only way for some people to be sure of something is if they can say it with
internally consistent logic. Those kinds of people are Platonists. But they will never actually
understand EP through logic, because EP is not primarily logical but experiential, evidentiary,
and feeling based. So that doesn't do them any favors, to say that our philosophy is logic
based.

Remember that Elli has explained to us that his use of the term "reasoning" did not mean logic
at all but _prudence_. Wisdom, which comes from experience. We must repeatedly bring
anyone who wants to learn the philosophy back to their experience of life-- not logic.
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