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Post by “Don” of January 14, 2021 at 3:00 PM

Quote from Cassius

PD10 in my view is as hypothetical or a logical challenge or whatever you would like to
call it, set up specifically as an "in your face" statement of the position that the
ultimate goal is pleasure, and forcing you to confront what some people are going to
think are uncomfortable truths.

| don't see it that way, and | know we had this conversation previously. | don't think Epicurus is
dealing in hypotheticals at all in this doctrine. | think he's being very concrete. Especially taking
the Letter to Menoikeus along with this, | think he's saying, "Look at those people who stay
drunk all night and treat their bodies so badly. Yes, that's pleasure, but they don't consider the
consequences of their pleasure. That's not what I'm calling you to do. You can't live a
pleasurable life without living nobly, justly, and prudently. The lost are not living nobly, justly,
or prudently, and so will find it impossible to live pleasurably."
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