Catherine Wilson's January 2021 article: "Why
Epicureanism, Not Stoicism, Is The Philosophy We
Need Now"

Post by “Joshua” of January 13, 2021 at 3:57 PM

This bit about the 'bliss pill' is a very modern-sounding thought-experiment, but its roots are
ancient. Homer proposes a similar problem in his Odyssey with the land of the Lotus-Eaters,
memorably captured by Tennyson in a poem of that name.

If you could spend your life on an exceedingly pleasant island in the Mediterranean eating
narcotic flowers, drowsy and content and forgetful of family and duty and honor, would you
choose that? The 'right' answer for Homer and all good pious Greeks was no. It might be worth
exploring what the Epicurean answer would be.

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1833-catherine-wilson-s-january-2021-article-why-epicureanism-not-
stoicism-is-the-phi/?postID=10509#post10509 1



https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1833-catherine-wilson-s-january-2021-article-why-epicureanism-not-stoicism-is-the-phi/?postID=10509#post10509
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1833-catherine-wilson-s-january-2021-article-why-epicureanism-not-stoicism-is-the-phi/?postID=10509#post10509

