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I'll weigh in a little more so Cassius can see if he was right in his understanding of my motives

I'm not a huge Wilson fan, but my perspective is that she should be cut a little slack in this
article. She's writing for a popular magazine for a popular audience. Her arguments are not
going to be finely detailed or nuanced. I'm sure she had a hard word limit, too.

Wilson says:

If the exercise of our rationality in learning, thinking and communicating were not pleasurable,
there would be no point in trying to master any subject or practice.

So, she doesn't say if it's a long-term pleasure or immediate pleasure etc. Just that learning,
thinking and communicating can be pleasurable. Maybe she means short term pain of study
leading to long term pleasure. Maybe the pleasure of learning something new. Can't tell. I'm
willing to defer judgement. The fact that pleasure is said to be worthy in a popular article: good
enough for me right now.

The whole "bliss pill"/"experience machine" thing is *always* going to come up in any popular
article about pleasure being a worthy goal, so she needed to address it. I think she did an
acceptable job in addressing that in a few words. Additionally, I agree with her on the general
principle she lays out. I'm not going down that alley here though. Again, word limit. Asked and
she answered after a fashion.

Finally, I'm just happy to see Epicurus's name in a popular magazine where it's not some Stoic
writing how unworthy pleasure is as a goal then going off on their "following nature" and virtue
rant.
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