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Here is a new article by Catherine Wilson:https://www.newstatesman.com/international/...phy-
we-need-now
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A Why Epicureanism, not Steicism, is
the philosophy we need now

hilosophers bave warmed against pleasure since Plato,
but Ep mciples can be the hasie of a burmane politics

Who can disagree with the title?
Quote

OK I just looked at this one and see it is actually a new article by Catherine
Wilson. It contains some good philosophical points along with some not-so-
good, but is something most of us would personally agree with. However it's
focused on politics, and my view is that it would probably not be a good idea
to post it, especially right now.

All of us in the USA are no doubt aware that political tensions right now are probably higher
than any time in our lifetimes, so this is probably a particularly good time to adhere to the
posting guidelines for the greater good of our mutual project here.

I almost want to post the article solely for this following paragraph, and I might pull the
paragraph out somehow and post it anyway. This increases Catherine Wilson in my estimation,
but the danger involved in opening discussion into humanism and politics is probably too great
to post the whole article.
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An impartant chjection to regarding pleasure as the sale haman
good, and pals &5 the only tose evil, |8 that few of us would clyoose 1o
Rake a V'bllss drug” that keps us in a permaneiit and passive stace of
delight, unaware of our hurts. Most would rather experience
hardships, ups and downs, and the pains of off-and -on deprivation

that keep our appetites sharp.

The Epicurean can agree entirely. A bliss drug woulkd nol be a source
af real pleasure becsuse I would wipe out experfence. Blissed out,
we would mot be encountering the world as it is, but a distorted
world in which the causes of physical and psychological pleasurne as

well 25 pain were ohsoared.

| even hesitate to post these confidential comments because | want us to stay away from
politics as far and as long as we can. But at the very least we need to be open to discussing
where the limits are, and | think at least here in this confidential group we have a close enough
relationship we can at least discuss where the limits are, if anyone has any comments.
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