Reverence and Awe In Epicurean Philosophy

Post by “Joshua” of January 8, 2021 at 5:36 PM

| don't think | can agree with Elli that Gaia is a better Greek analogue than Aphrodite. Partially
because Aphrodite is the consort of Ares (Mars), partially because Aphrodite has the clearer
association with pleasure, and partially because Lucretius was drawing on Empedocles and his
duality between Love and Strife.

Certainly in Venus' capacity as 'nurturing' and 'mother’, she has a resemblance to Gaia. It would
be better to say, as the Loeb edition does say, that she "is a figure of extraordinary
complexity".
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