
Discussion Plan For Chapter 06 "The New Education"
(Norman DeWitt's "Epicurus And His Philosophy")
Post by “Cassius” of April 21, 2018 at 8:14 PM

Today's chat generated some very good comments and questions. We can use the thread for
each chapter to make note of them and continue the discussion in the thread. The
questions/comments included:

1. How correct is it (either in DeWitt, or the way the outline is written) to conclude that
topics like mathematics or rhetoric or poetry were totally off limits? Is the real answer
that Epicurus just stressed that these topics had proper and improper uses? Necessarily a
lot of speculation here....

2. Was DeWitt correct to see the commemoration ceremonies on the 20th of each month as
"compensation" for lack of immortality?

3. The outline talks more about Epicurus' objection to the Platonic curriculum than it does
about what was included in the Epicureans' own curriculum. We ought to have an idea (at
least in outline) of how the Epicurean curriculum itself was structured.

(Gosh I know there were others and I am already forgetting them. In the future let's plan to
make notes and extend the discussion thread after each discussion.)
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