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Don -- how do you think Philodemus' apparent irritation at the comedians intersects with
Epicurus using comedic insults against other philosophers? And with the multiple instances of
pointed humorous snarkiness against multiple folks in Lucretius?

I wonder if Philodemus just didn't have much of a sense of humor, or if there was something
particular about those specific comedians. Humans haven't changed that much-- I'm sure
SNL/Colbert Show type humor was just as much fun then as now... and there are always a few
humorless types too. "Punching up" humor also has a long history of political use. Court jesters,
etc. Often seen as a safer way to let those in power know they are crossing lines that might
lead to revolt.
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