Movement, Direction, and Speed of Atoms - Do
Atoms Fall "Down?" Is the "Swerve" Required To
Bring Them Together Into Bodies?

Post by “Joshua” of December 18, 2020 at 12:07 PM

Haven't had a chance to watch this yet, but I've always had a slight confusion on the "down"
issue. Epicurus seemed to think that the "original" motion of any given atom was "down" until it
either swerved or hit another atom and ricocheted. Except that the cosmos was beginningless,
so I'm not sure when this "original" downward motion happened. Lucretius is clear that an atom
in motion is governed by inertial force at a uniform rate of speed in any given direction until
they swerve or are acted upon by an outside force. These atoms, once moving in another
direction, are not affected by any downward pull. Do | have that right?
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