Philodemus On Piety

Post by “Don” of December 17, 2020 at 11:58 PM

Taking a quick trip through some columns in the book tonight and wanted to share one line
from column 47, 11.1340-1350:

(Paraphrase) To be sure, people in general honor or believe in something divine like a god who
is benevolent, kindly, propitious, etc.; whereas we Epicureans all regard our doctrines as the
true cause of our own tranquility (atapagLac ataraxia)."

| liked the sound of this, but there's actually a lot going on here in the original Greek. I'll post a
little more tomorrow.
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From column 62A,

"And in his [Epicurus's] Symposium concerning the rites (he says) 'Let us celebrate the
festivals' (tac¢ eoptac [ovvayw]uev tas heortas synagomen) and 'Make auspicious sacrifices to
a god' (Bew[L KAAALIBUTELY €WA[.... ... ] theoi kallithytein)"
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