Epigrams on Atomism

Post by “Joshua” of December 10, 2020 at 11:30 PM

Apart from being merely ironic and satirical, | can think of one fact in connection with
Menophanes' proverbially tiny field. The Ancient Greeks did not use primogeniture where the
eldest son is awarded the estate. Instead they divided the land among all of the heirs. As the
generations went by, each parcel was subdivided again and again with every successive death
in the family, until they became so small as to be entirely unusable. The Greek solution to this
problem was to pack a bunch of smallholders onto a ship and send them off to start a colony on
empty land somewhere.

This was, in fact, the fate of Neocles and his family. Neocles was born in Gargettos seven miles
outside of Athens, but was sent to the island of Samos where a colony was founded.

But | wouldn't read too much into any of these! Lucilius has dozens like these two, where he
satirizes people's stature and appearance.
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