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Plutarch, Against Colotes, 17, p. 1117A: But what epithet do they deserve – with your
“roars” of ecstasy and “cries of thanksgiving” and tumultuous “bursts of applause” and
“reverential demonstrations,” and the whole apparatus of adoration that you people resort to in
supplicating and hymning the man who summons you to sustained and frequent pleasures?

U183 Plutarch, That Epicurus actually makes a pleasant life impossible, 15, p. 1097C:
One cannot ignore the man’s absurd inconsistency: he treads under foot and belittles the
actions of Themistocles and Miltiades and yet writes this to his friends about himself: “The way
in which you have provided for me in the matter of sending the grain was godlike and
magnificent, and you have given tokens of your regard form me that reach to high heaven.” So
if someone had taken that corn ration of his bread-stuff from our philosopher’s letter, the
expressions of gratitude would have conveyed the impression that it was written in
thanksgiving for the freedom or deliverance of the whole Greek nation or of the Athenian state.
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