Long and Sedley, Hellenistic Philosophers, "Gods"

Post by “Cassius” of November 26, 2020 at 1:57 AM

Don thank you very much! That's a great contribution to this discussion. For anyone who just
skims this thread and doesn't read the whole article, | made a few clips | thought were
particularly important for giving a flavor of Sedley's opinions:
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Sedley's comment in his conclusion in which he admits that the position he takes cannot be
reconciled with the positions of "some" of his adherents (presumably including Philodemus and
Lucretius) who he thinks were either deceived or participating in a tradition of keeping the
ultimate truth about the gods close at hand among the inner circle:
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OUjcLLs. . . '
It is not hard to see how Epicurus’ repudiations of atheism could have

deceived some of his adherents into reading him this way. To ﬁfld an
interpretation consistent with their views as well as with Epicurus’ own
pronouncements seems impossible, and we have settled instead for the only one
which seems to us to fit the items of evidence widely regarded as the most
authentic; to account for the deviant items as influenced by a very ut}df:r-
standable misteading of Epicurus’ intentions; land to leave him l:h’lth :l
theology which ranks in subtlety and originality with any of his central theorics,

and which could hope to compete on equal terms with the rival Stoic doctrine
(54).
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