Scientism, Atheism, And The Admissibility Of
Spiritual Experience

Post by “Don” of November 25, 2020 at 11:27 AM

Oh, I have no qualms about Epicurean aliens! | think this is one philosophy that wouldn't even
blink if life on another planet was found. "Duh," said the Epicurean. < "That's cool, but we
expected that all along." Plus any alien could understand, I'd bet, pleasure and pain so we'd just
have to get past the language barrier to explain it.

The gods, on the other hand, are supposed to "live" in the intermundia/metakosmia between
worlds. There *may* be beings who could maintain their atomic integrity and live lives of total
pleasure, but *personally* | think it more likely that the gods are mental archetypes of the
completed Epicurean life.

Lucretius does a good job of conveying that we can talk about Ceres, Bacchus, et al as long as
we know we're personifying metaphorically grain and wine etc. Which, in my opinion, bolsters
an idealist conception of "the gods" writ large in Epicureanism.
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