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Quote from Susan Hill

Quote from Godfrey

Quote

It's not my personal experience of “the Other”...

Susan would you be comfortable elaborating on this? I'm wondering if that
could be helpful in defining what exactly we're discussing.

It gets a bit more complicated if you are talking about Eastern philosophies where you
can realize your self (atman/ jiva) as being one with God/Brahman/Perusha etc., but in
most cases, an experience of the divine is of something not identical to oneself. It is of
a separate consciousness, being, or intelligence.

I've always found Eastern philosophies intriguing, especially their contrast to traditional
Western religions. And what you said in some ways strikes at the idealist vs realist debate
within Epicureanism. Two essential elements, however, are (1) There is no supernatural creator
of the cosmos (The cosmos began and is sustained by the interplay of atoms and void), and (2)
The gods have no interest in "governing" the cosmos nor in having interaction with humans. If a
realist position is favored, humans can have a prolepsis of the gods, the divine, but it's not a
two way street. If idealist, we can use the gods as exemplars of the potential of the Epicurean
path. That's a very boiled down summary but those 2 elements, in my understanding, are
essential to any form of Epicureanism.
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